
What Was, What Is and Is to Come
A Biblical End Times and Prophecy Study

XII. The   Return Of Christ  
We are now ready to take a look at the events surrounding the return of Christ to the earth and 
His subsequent millennial reign.  There are many areas in which the Bible is not totally clear (to 
our limited understanding) and from which we must draw some conclusions.

1. Announcements.  Revelation 19:1-10
A. Recap. 19:1-3. Here we are given a short recap of the events that have just occurred during the outpouring 
of the wrath of God. 
B. Rejoicing. 19:4-5. More praise and worship! (Get the idea an eternal pattern is being set?)
C. RSVP (to a Wedding).  19:6-9.  This is the announcement of the glorious marriage of Christ and His bride, 
the Church.  (See 2 Corinth. 11:1-3, Ephesians 5:25-27)
D. Rebuke and reminder. 19:10. John is told not to worship the angel.  The last sentence says it all - The 
theme of prophecy is Christ!

2. Advent!  Revelation 19:11-16  (Matt. 24:29-31)
A. Christ will come out of heaven on a white horse. (For contrast, see Matthew 21:4-5).  He is called Faithful, 
True and the Word of God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He is coming with the armies of heaven to 
judge and make war.

3. Armageddon (one return, two landings). Rev. 19:17-21, Zechariah 14:1-15, Isaiah 34
A.Zechariah 14:1-3.  The first stage leading up to the battle of Armageddon will be a 
massive attack on Israel and Jerusalem.  Christ will descend and intervene from the Mt. of 
Olives with His divine protection and then head to the valley of Meggido.  Zechariah  

14:4-15 gives us an incredible description of this portion of the "Day of the Lord".  Key verse - Zechariah  
14:9.

B. Revelation 19:17-19.  Vultures and other birds are called to dinner (sort of a "Come and get it!")  The 
nations of the world, led by the beast, gather to fight against the Lord.  (Zech. 14:3).
C. Revelation 19:20-21.  The beast and the false prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire 
(Daniel 7:11).  The armies are destroyed…probably instantaneously… by fire from the Lord’s mouth

75 Days - Reclamation, Restoration and Preparation   Daniel 12:11-12
The last chapter of Daniel closes with a reference to an additional 75 days (30 + 45) that extend beyond the 70th 

week.  Some possible explanations include:

1. 30 days to reclaim the earth and Israel – Some believe that the bowl judgments (above) might actually occur 
during this 30-day period of time.  Others teach that, in addition, Christ will actually make several “stops” at His 
return – Jerusalem, Edom to begin to gather Israel to Himself and protect them and then at the battle of 
Armageddon, completing His return and His physical possession of the earth.  Either way, this period of time 
extends 30 days beyond the end of the 70th week.
2. 45 days to restore the nation of Israel and prepare for the Millennium – After Armageddon, the final 
judgments and gathering of the Jews, there will be much to do to prepare for Christ’s reign.  The city of Jerusalem 
needs to be restored, all of Israel (the remnant, those sealed, those in exile, those hiding in the mountains) shall 
return and Mt. Zion (Mt. Moriah/temple mount) will be set up as the central point of rule and worship for the 
Millennium (Isaiah, chapter 2).
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4. The Millennium.  Revelation 20:1-10
Following this, and after the above-mentioned 75-day clean-up and preparation period, Christ begins a 1000-
year reign on earth.  Let's take a look at the events/descriptions of this period of time.  The big question - who 
survives the 70th week?   The Bible is not clear, but the possibility of those who survive and are present at the 
beginning of the Millennium include:
• The saved, raptured and glorified believers from the beginning of the world (Adam to the last martyr before 
the rapture) that have returned with Christ
• “Saved” [spared] - but not glorified – remnant of Israel (both sealed by God and preserved/protected) 
• Surviving Gentiles [nations] – with and without the mark of the beast (who will be immediately judged at the 
sheep/goat judgment)
• (Left behind/pre-trib position) - Those who were saved and who survived, but not glorified, during the last half 
of the 70th week (after the rapture) – the “left behind” believers

A. Matthew 25:31-40.  Sheep and Goat judgment – Usually thought to be 
the judgment between sinners and believers. Another suggested option  
gaining support - this is the judgment on the Gentiles [nations] who survive the wrath of 
God and the Day of the Lord.  Those who worshipped the beast and have the mark of the beast will be 
cast immediately into hell.  Those who did not take the mark will be judged based on their treatment of 
Israel during the last half of the 70th week.  Those that aided and protected Israel will enter the 
Millennial kingdom, those that did not help Israel will be sent to hell.

B. Revelation 20:1-3.  Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss (bottomless pit in Hades) for 1000 years 
with no power to deceive men.  However, people will still have free will.

C. Revelation 20:4-6.  The saints will rule and judge the earth with Christ during this time.  Israel will be 
established as the central point (headquarters) of Christ’s kingdom.  The ‘citizens’ of the millennial 
kingdom will be made up of those mentioned above, with non-glorified bodies, that will facilitate 
reproduction and growth over the 1000-year period.   Many will believe [worship] Christ as King, but 
some will not or will do so reluctantly (but falsely).

D. Descriptions of the Millennial Reign: 
Isaiah 2:1-4 Isaiah 11:3-9 Isaiah 35:1-10 Isaiah 65:17-25
Daniel 7:13-14 Ezekiel 47, 48 Zechariah 14:16-20

E.  Revelation 20:7-10.  Satan will be set free, one last time, for a final attempt to defeat God.  He will gather 
another mighty army (when will people learn???) to attack the Lord at Jerusalem (comprised of those living and 
born during the Millennium but who did not accept Christ’s reign and become believers).  The entire army will 
be destroyed. Satan will be defeated once and for all and thrown into the Lake of Fire (the unholy trinity is now 
where they belong – in the lake of fire for eternal punishment).  

Where is everyone going to spend eternity? Some possibilities and certainties:
• Unbelievers – eternity in the lake of fire (along with Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet)
• Believers with glorified bodies – dwelling in the New Jerusalem, eternally in God’s presence
• Millennial and post-raptured believers [Jewish and Gentile] with non-glorified bodies – 
dwelling on the new earth with access to the New Jerusalem – OR – final glorification of all 
believing mankind and dwelling on the new earth/in the New Jerusalem.
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